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Parents and Schoolmatters. 


Tre I Have laid before you in the fol- 

lowing Tract, the trae Principles 

of the Chriftian Education’ of Children. 

Thefe fhould in all Reafon be inftilled 

into them, as foon as ever they can di- 
ftinguifh Good from Evil. If the Fear 

ig of the Lord is the Beginning of Wifdom, 
then it is certainly the very. firft Thing 
| they fhould learn. And why may they 
not be taught the Knowledge of Gon, 


and the Knowledge of Letters at the fame 
Time? 


t= 
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" 2. A great Part of what follows is tran- 
as flated from the French: Only itis here 
| caft into another Form, and divided into 
A Sentences, that it may be the more ea- 
fily underftood, either by the Teacher 
or the Learners. And altho’ the great 
Truths herein contained, are more im- 


7666 


they 


mediately addreft to Children, yet are | 


Guv"} 
they worthy the deepeft Confideration, 
both of the oldeft and wifeft of Men. 


3. Let them be deeply engraven in. 
your own Hearts, and you will {pare no 
Pains in teaching them to others, Above 
all, let them not read or fiy one Line, 
without underftanding and minding what 
they fay. ‘Try them over and over; ftop 
them fhort, almoft in every Sentence. 
And afk them, ‘* What was it you faid 
«¢ Jaft? Read it again. What do you 
«© mean by that?” So that, if it be pof- 
fible, they may pafs by nothing, till it 
has taken fome Hold upon them. By 
this Means they will learn to think as 
they learn to read: They will grow 
wifer and better every Day. ~ And you 
will have the Comfort of obferving, that 
by the fame Steps they advance in the 
Knowledge of thefe poor Elements, they 
will alfo grow in Grace, in the Know- 
ledge of Gop, and of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, 
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CHILDREN. 


SE. Gf L, OLN: 
Lesson I, and Il. 23.9 


Of GOD, 
rr. OW many Gops are there? 
"e One: Who is Gop tke Father, Gon. the 
Son, and Gop the Holy Ghoft. Thefe three are 


One. 
2. Whatis Gop? 
A Spirit. 
3. What do you mean by a Spirit ? 
One that cannot be feen or felt. 
4. What Sort of a Spirit is Gop? 
One that always was and always will be. 
5. Where is Gop? . 
Every where. 
6. What does Gop know? 
Every Thing. 
7+ What can Gop do? 
| Whatever he will. 
i 8. Does Gon love you ? 
r 


Yes: He loves every Thing which he has made. 
9. What has Gop made? 
Every Thing, and in particular, Man. 
i A 3 Lest 
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-I,2sson IH. and IV. 
__ OF the Creation and Fall of Man. | 


x. How did Gop make Man? 
His Body out of Duft, his Soul out of nothing. 
2. Why did Gop make Man ? ’ 
To know, love and be happy in Gon for ever. 
3+ Where did Gop put-the firit Man-and Woman? 
In the Garden of Paradife. ; 
4. What Command did he give them there ? 
Not to eat of the Tree in the midit of the Garden. 
‘s+ Did they keep that-Command ? 
No ‘They did eat of it. 
®. What Hurt did they hring.on themfelves hereby ? 
Sin and «Guilt, and Pain and Death. 
7. Did their Sin hurt any _befide themfelves ? 
Yes, all M-n that came from them. 
8. How did it hurt T4em? 
"Vhey are all born in Sin and Guilt, and fubje& to 
Pain and Death. 
yj. How are Men born in Sin? 
2. We are all born proud, felf-will’d, Lovers of the 
»World, and not Lovers of Gop. 


Lesson V. VI. and VII. 
Of the Redemption of Man. 


1. By whom are we to be faved from Sin? 
By Jefus Chrift, the Eternal Son. of Gop: 
2. What did he do to fave us ? 
He was made Man, and lived and died and rofeagain, 
4. What may we gain by his living and dying for us? 
Forgivenefs of Sins, and Holinefs and Heaven. 
4. When does Gop forgive our Sins ? 
When we repent and believe in Chritt. 
5. What do you mean by Repenting? 
Being throughly convinced of our Sinfulnefs, Guilt 
and Heiplefinefs 2 


6. What 


6. What is Believing, or Faith ? . 
A Convidtion of thofe unfeen Things which Gop has 
told us in the Bible. 
47. What is Faith in Chrift ? 
A Convidtion that Chrift has loved me and given 
himfelf for me ? 
8. By whom is this wrought in us ? 
By the Holy Ghott. 
9g. What is Holinefs ? 
‘The Love of Gop and of all Mankind for Gon’s fake. 
10. Is he that believes and loves Gop faved from Sin? 
Yes. From allfinfu! ‘cmpersand Words and Works. 
11. How is he faved from Pride ? 
He is littlkeand mean and bafe and-vile in his own 
Eyes. ; 
12. How is he faved from Seif will 2 
Fis Heart continually fays, ‘* Lord, hot as I will, 
“* but as thou .wilt.”? 
13. How is he faved from the Love of the World ? 
He delires nothing but Gop, 
14. How is he faved from finful Words ? 
His Words always fpring from the Grace of Gop, 
and are fit to minifter Grace to the Hearers. 
15. How is he faved from tinful Works ? 
By the Spirit of Gop which dwelleth in him, whe- 


ther he eats-or drinks, or whatever he does, itis all to 
the Glory of Gop. 


Lesson VIII. and IX. 


Of the Means of Grace, 


1. What is Grace? 

_ The Power of the Holy Ghoft, enabling us to be- 
lieve and love and ferve Gop. 
2. How are we to feek this? 

‘+n a conftant and careful Ufe of the Means of 
3. Which are the chief Means of Grace ? 


bee Palin Supper, Prayer, Searching Abe Scriptures, — 


Grace. 


4. How 


(8) 
4. How often did the firft Chriftians receive the Lord’s 
Supper ? 
Every Day. It was their daily Bread. 
5. How often did they join in Publick Prayers ? 
Twice a Day, as many of them as could. 
6. How often did they ufe private Prayer ? 
Every Morning and Night, at leaft. 
7. How did they fearch the Scriptures ? 
They heard or read them every Day, and medi- 
tated therein Day and Night. 
g. How often did the old Chriftians fatt ? b 
Every Wednefday and Friday till three in the After- 
noon. 
9. How long is every Chriftian to ufe all thefe Means 
of Grace? ; 


To his Life’s End. 


Lesson X, and Xf. 
Of Hell. 


Where do Unbelievers go after Death? 
To Hell. 
_ What Sort of a Place is Hell ? 

It is a dark bottomlefs Pit, full of Fire and Brimftone. 
. How will they {pend their Time there ? 

In weeping and wailing and gnafhing of Teeth.. 

. Will both their Souls and Bodies be tormented ? 
Yes ; every Part of them at once. 

_ How will their Bodies be tormented ? 
By lying im burning and flaming Fire. 

Yow will their Souls be tormented ? 

By a Senfe of the Wrath of Gop ;_ by Pride, Self- 
will; Malice and Envy 3 by Grief, Defire, Fear, Rage, 
and Defpair. : 
7, Who will be their T’ormentors ? 

Their own Confciences, the Devils, and one another. 

g, But will they have no Reft from Torment ? 

No, not for one Moment, Day or Night. 

. How long will their Torment lait? 

For ever and ever. 
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Lesson XII. Ts ve 
Of Heaven. 


1. Where will Believers go, after Death? 
To Heaven. 
2. What Sort of Place is Heaven ? 
A Place of Light and Glory. 
3. How will Good Men live there ? 
In Joy and Happinefs, greater than they can now 
defire or think. 
4. Will they fuffer nothing there ? . 
No. They will have no Want, or Pain, or Sin. 
5. What Sort of Bodies will they have then? ; 
Spiritual Bodies, fwifter than Lightning, and bright- 
er than the Sun. 
6. But wherein will their chief Happinefs lie ? 
In the Enjoyment of Gop. 
7- How will they enjoy Gon ? 
= They will know, and love and fee Gop, Face ta 
‘ace. 
8. How will they {pend their Time? 
In finging Praife to Gop. ‘ 
9. How long will this Happinefs laft ? 
As long as Gop lives, that is, for ever and ever? 
Lord ! Bring me thither! Amen. 


SECTION 
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SECTION IF. 


Lesson I. 
Of GOD, and of the Soul of Man. 


Ake care, you do not draw nigh to Gen with 
your Lips, while your Heart is far from him, 
Never fay any thing to Gop which you do not 
mean. 
Do not dare to tell a Lie to Gop: forhe fees alt 
that isin your Heart 
Do you know, what Gop is? 
_If you do not know Gop, how can you hope 
to pleafe Gop? 
Think on this. Mind it well. For Gon is here. 
He minds you, if you do not mind Him. 


Lesson Il..7 4 2 


Gop is an Eteraa/ Spirit, without Beginning and 
without End. 

He cannot be feen, nor fully known by Man. 
- He is. Goed, and all Good comes from Him. 
“ He has Power, to do whatever he will. 

He is Wife, knowing all Things and doing all Things 
well. 

He is Happy, and cannot want any Thing. 

He Loves all Things which he has made, and Man 
above all : ‘ 

It is his Will, That all Men fhould be faved, and 
come to the Knowledge of his Truth. ‘ 

He is %u/?, to give to every Man, according to his 
Works. 

He is True, in his Promifes and in his Threatnings : 

He is Merciful, forgiving the Sins of thofe who tru- 
ly repent and believe. 
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Lesson III. 


o'Man hath feen Gop at any Time. The Son 

rose who is in the Bofom of the Father, he hath 

clared him unto us, 
on one knoweth the Son of Gop, but the Father, 
and no one knoweth the Father, but the Son, and 
he towhom the Son will reveal him. h 

Ail our Reading, and the Things we hear either at 
Church or any where elfe, cannot reveal God unto us. 

All the Men in the World cannot give us the leaft 
Spark of the true Knowledge of Gop, or of the 
Things of Gop, ve ; 

Only Gop himfelf can do this, by giving us ‘his 
Good Spirit. 

He gives his Grace and his Light to thofe who pray 
earneftly for it, 


He declares himfelf to thofe who do his Will, fo far 


‘as they know it already. 


Lesson IV, 


There is none-Good, but One, that is Gop, 
Every Thing that is Good, comes from G 
whether it be in Heaven or in Earth. 


If there is any Thing good in:any Man, it all comes 
from Gop. 


Therefore He alone ought to be «praifed for it all. 
All that we do. without Him, without his:'Grace and 
his Help, is Evil. 
ithout Gop we can do nothing that is Good. 
He that has not Gop, has nothing that is Good.; 
and is more unhappy than any Words can tell, 


op alone, 
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Lesson V. 


1 know that Gop has Power, to keep what I com- 
mit to him, fafe unto that Day. 
Our Souls are now fpoiled and deftroyed by Sin. 

No one can fave us from our Sins, but Gop who 
has all Power. 

Let us commit our Souls wholly to him, to do with 
them what he will, and as he will. 

Then he will keep us by his Power, and defend 
us againft every Thing that would hurt us, ; 

He is able to deliver us from all Danger, and to 
keep our Souls unto that great Day. 

And atthat Day, he will reftore in Glory both our 
Bodies and Souls, and all that we had committed to his 
Charge. 


Digsson' VIE 


Do you know, what your Soul is ? 

You have in you (tho’ you cannot fee it) a Soul that 
will never die. 

Gop made this, that he might come and dwell in it. 

If God lives and dwells in your Soul, then he makes 
it like himfelf.— - 

He makes the Soul in which he dwells, Good, Wife, 

aft, True, full of Love, and of Power to do well. 

He makes it happy. For it is his Will, that your 
Soul fhould rejoice in him for. ever. He made it, for 
this very Thing. 

When a Soal defires Gop, and knows and enjoys 
him, then itis truly happy. 

But when a Soul does not defire Gop, nor know and 
enjoy him, then ‘it is truly miferable, 


SECTION 


SECTION IL 
: Lesson I. 


How to regulate our Defires. 


The Gate by which Gop with his holy Grace 
comes into us is the Defire of the Soul. " 

This is often called, the Heart, or the 77ll. 

Unlefs our Defire be toward Gop, we cannot pleafe 
him. 

All our Knowledge, without this, does but make us 
the more like the Devil. 

The Defire is to the Soul, what the Mouth and the 
Stomach are to the Body. 

It is by the Mouth and the Stomach that the Body 
receives its Nourifhment, whether good or bad. ‘ 

That our Body may live, we muit take care to put 
nothing but what is good, inte our Mouth or Stomach. 

And, that our Soul may live, we muit take care to 
defire nothing but what is good. 


Lesson II. 


Defire was made for that which is Good, that is, 
for Gop, -who is the only Good, and for his Will, 
from which every good Thing flows. ; 

_ We ought to defire nothing but Gop, and that which 
1s according to his holy Will. é 

And we ought to turn our Defire from every Thing 
befide : . : 

For every Thing befide Gop and his Will, is evil. 

Therefore no Man ought to follow his own Will, 

As the Will of Gop is the Spring of all Good, fo 
our own Willis the Spring of all Evil. 

ake care, not to ufe yourfelf to do your own Will. 

No Soul can ever be faved, unlefs it renounce: its 
own Will and its own Defires, 

Father, let not my Will be done, but Thine ! 

We came into the World, not to do our own Will, 
but the Will of him that fent us, 
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If we: are already accuftomed to do our own Will, 
we muft break that Cuftom without Delay. 
O Lord, fave us from our own Will, or we perith. 


Lesson III. 


No one’can do any Thing good of himfelf, without 
the Help of Gop. Tee 
All our. own Defires are only evil continually, 

Therefore no Man fhould defire to be efteemed, ho- 
-noured or praifed by any Man. 

And no one ought to praife or efteem himfelf. 

Rather we ought to defpife ourfelves : 

And we ought to defire to be thought by others, 
what we really are, that is, poor, weak, foolith, fin- 
ful Creatures. 

Then fhould we find Help from Gop. For he re- 
fifteth the Proud, but giveth Grace to the Humble. 

- ‘They who teach Children to love praife, train them 
up for the Devil. 


Praife is deadly Poifon to the Soul; therefore never | 


praife any one to his Face. ° 
Do not plant either in him or yourfelf that Pride of 
Heart which is an Abomination to the Lord. 


Lesson IV. 


You are of yourfelf nothing but Sin, and deferve 
nothing but Hell. 

Therefore you ought to be content, tho’ you fhould 
have little or nothing in the World. s 


And you ought not to defire any thing more than you — 


have ; for you have now more than you deferve. 
_ Chufe therefore the worlt and meanett Things ; for 
even thefe are too good for fuch a Sinner. 

To raife any other Defires in your Heart, is to pre- 
pare you for Hell fire. 

They that give you fine Cloaths, are giving your 
Soul to the Devil. : 

They that humour you, do not love you. ’ 

if your Father or Mother gives you every Thing 
that you.”“xe, they are the worlt Enemies you have in 
the World. 

By 


( 15 ) 
By doing this, they make you Slaves to the Flefh, 
to Vanity and Corruption : is J 
And fo keep you as far from the Spirit of Chrift, 
as the Devil himfelf can with. 


Lesson. V. 


Gop is Power, Wifdom, Goodnefs itfelf, 

Therefore we fhould defire, to praife and honour 
him as he deferves, and ta pleafe him in every thing. 

The End for which we are born, is to praife and 
honour Gop, 7 

And this we may do without ceafing, by continual- 
ly lifting up our Hearts to him, 

this is the continual Employment of the Angels of 
Gop in Heaven, 

They fing Day and Night, to Him that fitteth upon 
the Throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever, 

Holy, Holy, Holy ! Lord Gop of Hofts! Let all 
the Earth be full of thy Glory. 


Lesson VI. 233 


Gop is continually helping us, and pouring his Be- 
nefits upon us, 

All Things come fiom him, our Soul, our Body, our 
Life, cur Parents, our Friends, and the good Angels 
that guard us : ( 

The Earth on which we tread, the Air we breathe, 
the Sun which fhines upon us, the Food that keeps us 
alive, the Cloaths that cover us, the Fire that warms 
us, are all from him. 

Therefore we fhould- thank Gop, for all thefe 
Things, and for every one of them. 

© ought to be thankful, even toa Man, when he 
oes Us any good. ; 

How much more ought we to be thankful to Gon, 
who made that Man, and who does us good by him ? 

Thou art worthy, O Lord, our Gon, to reccive Glo- 
ry and Honour and Power : 

' Becaufe thou haft created all Things, and for thy 
Pleafure they are, and were created, 
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And Gop not only has done us all this Good, bat 
he does us more and more Good continually. 

For without his Goodnefs we and all the World, 
fhould fall into nothing in a Moment. 

We are juft like a brittle Veflel, which if it were 
not always upheld, would fall at once and break in 
Pieces. 

Therefore it fhou'd be our Defire, to be always 
thanking Gon, becaufe he is always bleffing us. 

© Gop, our Father, teach us to give thee Thanks, 
at all Times, and for all Things, through Jefus Chrift! 


Lesson VII. 


hus Gop hasbeen helping us to this Day. And 

we have no lefs Need of his Help for the Time to come. 
- Above all,.if we would be happy, we have Need 
of his Bleffings upon our Souls. - 

‘Thefe he givesto them who truly defire them, and 
to none elfe. 

Therefore, let us defire of Gop, to give us his Grace, 
his good Spirit, and the Knowledge of himéfelf. 

Let us ask of him, a meek and quiet Spirit, a con- 
tented, humble, thankful Heart. 


Tf any Man lack Wifdom, let himask of Gop, who. 


giveth to all Men liberally, and it fhall be given him. 
Let us then take care, not to offend him, from 
whom we hope to receive fo great Benefits. 
‘And let us always be ready to do his Will; for if 
any Man honour Gop and do his Will, him he heareth. 


Lesson VIII. 


But we have often offended Gop already, and fo 
are unworthy of his Grace and Bleffings. 

Therefore we ought with earneft Defire to ask of 
Gop to forgive our paft Sins, for the Sake of his Son 
who died for us, and to keep us from them for the 


Time to come. 


- Thefe Defires, © 
1. To praife Gop, and his Power, Wifdom and 


Goodnels, 


z. To thank him for all his Benefits, 
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3. To ask his Grace, that fo we may pleafe him, 
and, Regte 

4. To beg his Mercy, for the Pardon of our Sins ; 
are what we commonly call Prayer. 

We never gray, but when we have really thefe De- 
fires in our Heart. ‘ Y * 

If we fay ever fo many Words, without having thefe 
Defires, we are but like Parrots before Gop. . 

Beware of this : of drawing nigh unto Gop with 
your Lips, while your Heart, (that is your Defire) is 
far from him, 


Lesson IX. 


What do you mean, when you pray to Gop, in 
the Name of Jefus Chrift ? See ’ 

The bare faying thofe Words fignifies nothing. Its 
only mocking Gon, if you do not know what you fay. - 

We were all under the Wrath and under the Curfe 
of Gop, when Jefus Chrift, the Son of Gop died for us. 

And for his Sake, if we truly believe in him, Gono 
is now reconciled to us. : 

Therefore all our Truft fhould be in Jefus Chrift, 
whenever we pray to Gop for any Thing. 

For Gop would not hear us at all, but for the Sake 
of the Blood of Chrift fhed for us. 

Therefore we ought to pray always, with an Eye 
to him, looking unto Jefus. ; 

And our Defires fhould all fpring from his Grace, 
and be agreeable to his Defires. 

Then he offers our Defires, as his own, to Gop his 
Father, before whofe Throne he ftands : 

And Gop can refufe nothing to the Defires and the 
Merits of his well-beloyed Son. 

When therefore you pray in the Name of Jefas 
Chrift, itis as if you fhould fay, | , 
_ ‘* Lord, I offer thee the Defires which are wrought 
aa_me by the Grace of Jefus Chrift. 

I pray, that thou wilt unite them to the Defires of 
thy Son, and regard them as his, who is pleading for me: 

And grant me what I thus defire, for his Sale, for 
thy own Glory and my Salvation.” 
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Lesson X. 77-3 


Pray to Gop in fuch Words as come from your 
Heart: It may be, {uch as thefe : 
** My Gop, Fhou art Good. Thou .art Wife, 
Thou art Powerful. Be thou praifed for ever ! ; 
Give me Grace, to. love and obey thee, 
My God, Ithank thee, for making and for redeem- 
ing me. 
My Gop I thank thee for giving me Meat and Cloaths, 
and for promifing to give me thy Love for ever. 
My Gop, forgive me all my Sins, and give me thy 
Good Spirit. 
Let me believe in thee with all my Heart, and love 
thee with all my Strength. 
Let me be always looking unto Jefus Chrift, who is 
pleading for meat thy Right-hand. , 
Give me Grace not to do my own Will but thine, 
Make me content with every ‘Thing. The leaft of 
all the Good Things thou giveft me, 1s far more than 
I deferve. 
Give me, O my Lord, a lowly Heart. 
Let me not think myfelf better than any one: 
F Let me defpife myfelf, and look upon myfelf as the 
very worlt of all. 
Let me hate all Praife. ‘Thou alone, O my Gop, art 
worthy to be praifed | 


Lesson XI. 


The beft Prayer in the World is the Prayer which our 
Lord Jefus Chrift himfelf has taught us. ~ 

Our Father which art in Heaven, 1. Hallowed be thy 
‘Name, 2. Thy Kingdom come, 3. -Thy Will be done 
in Earth as it is inHeaven. 4. Give us this Day our 
daily Bread, and 5. Forgive us our Trefpafles, as we 
forgive them that trefpafs again!t us. And 6. Lead us 
not into Temptation, but deliver us from Evil. For 
thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen ! a: : ; 

Do you underfland what you have faid now ? 


How dare you fay to Gop, you know not what? . 
ie) 


(19) 

Do not you know, that this is no Prayer, unlefs you 
Tpeak it from your Heart ? , 

Gon is not pleafed with your faying thefe Words, 
unlefs there is in your Heart at the fame Time a real 
Defire, that Gop fhould be 1. Known and efteemed, 
2. Honoured and praifed, 3. Obeyed by all Men: 

4. That he fhould feed your Souls with his Grace 
and his Love, 5. That he fhould forgive you your paft 
Sins, and 6, That he fhould keep you for the Time to 
come, from all Sin and from all the Snares of the Devil: 


SECTION Wy. 


Lesson JI, 


‘How to regulate our Underftanding. 

Our Underftanding was made’ for Truth, that is fo 
Gop himfelf, for his Word and his Works. 

Therefore we fhould not defire to know any Thing 
by Gop, and what he has fpoken and done for his own 
Glory, 

Accordingly, Lying is the moft abominable of all 
Things. The Devil isa Liar and the Father of it. 

We fhould not defire to know, what Men fay and 
do. _ It is Folly and Vanity. 

Curiofity is good for nothing, 

Tt fills our Mind with Darknefs ; and makes us fenfe- 
JefS anid unfit for the Light of Gop. 

What a Lofs is this, to fill thofe Veffels with Filth and 
Gu which were made to receive the pure Light ef 


op! 
Lesson _ II, 


That Eye of the Underftanding, which fhould fee 
OD, is quite fhut in all Men fince the Fall. 


# € are born quite blind to Gop and the Things of 
Op. 


And it isGop alone who'can open the Eyes of our 
Soul, to fee and know {piritual Things. 

We could not fee or know the Sun, the Earth, or any 
other of the Things of this World, if Gop had not 
given us bodily Eyes. 

1 And 
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And we can never know the Things of Gop, if Gop 
do not reftore the fpiritual Eyes of our Soul. 

This he does for thofe and thofe only, who flee 
from Evil, and learn to do Good. - 

Give me Underftanding, O Lord, and I will keep 
thy Law: Yea Iwill keep it with my whole Heart. ., 

Open thou mine Eyes, that I may. fee the wondrous 
Things of thy Law. 

Till Gop opens our Eyes, to fee the Things above, 
we mutt believe what God has told us, tho’ we fee it not. 

But we mut not believe what the World tells us 
about the Things of Gop; for all Men who have 
not his Spirit, are blind and Liars. 

We muft truftin Gop, as to thofe Things which 
as yet we cannot comprehend : 

And wait and defire, that he would open the Eyes 
of our Underftanding, and give us his Light, that we 
may fee all Things clearly. 


Lesson III. 


A blind Man, tho’ he could reafon ever fo well, yet 
could not by. this means, either know-or fee the Things 
of the World. 

And with all his Reafon he could have only very dark, 
grofs; nay and falfe Conceptions of them. 

In like Manner, tho’ all the Men in the World fhould 
reafon with all their Might concerning them ; yet could 
they not by this Means know either Gop or the Things 
of Gop. 

Nay, with all their Reafon, they could only have 
dark, foolith, falfe Conceptions of them. : 

Before Gop can be known, he mutt give other Eyes 
to the Soul, and other Light than Man can give. 

We may paint tke Sun or Fruits ina Piéture ; but 
this painted Sun cannot warm, or give us Light: 

And thofe painted Fruits cannot nourifh us, nor give 
us any Strength. , 

uft fo we may draw Pidtures, as it were, in our 
Mind, of Gop and of the Things of Gop. 

But thefe Pi€tures can give us no true Light: Nei- 
ther can they nowrifh our Souls, or give usany Strength 
to ferve Gop. 

tak They 
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They are only dead Shadows, cold and empty, bar- 
ren and unfruicful. a 
We can build nothing upon them but the Wind, 
which ferves only to puff Men up, and to drive each 
againit the other in endlefs Difputes, till they burft of 
themfelves, or dafh in Pieces one againft another. 


Lesson IV. 


Our Underftanding or Reafon, without the Grace 
and fupernatural Light of Gop, is like a blind Man, 
who draws wild, random Pi@ures of Things he never 
faw, nor can fee, 

"The Natural Man difcerneth not the Things of the 
Spirit of Gop. . 

They are Foolifhnefs unto him, neither can he know 
them, becaufe they are {piritually difcerned, 

No one knoweth the Things of Gop but the Spi- 
rit of Gop : and he to whom Gop revealeth them 
by his Spirit. 

Offer therefore your Underftanding to Gop, with 
afincere Defire to'do his Will only. 

And pray him earneftly, to give you his Light, and 
to open the Eyes of your Soul, 


Lzsson Y. 


Endeavour to fee Gon in all Things, and to give a 

eafon for every Thing, from the Perfections of Gop. 

For Example. Why was the World made ? To thew 
the Goodnefs, and Wifdom, and Power of Gop. 

Why do Men die ? Through the Jultice of Gop. 
Men having abufed the Life he gave, it was jult to take. 
it away. bs 


__ Why is it our Duty to obey our Parents? Becaufe it 
is the Will of Gop. 

’hy ought we not to return Evil for Evil? Becaufe 
God would have us do like him : who is continually 
doing good to us, even when we ourfelves do evil. 

y may we not defpife or judge of our Neighbour ? 
Becaufe Gon is the Judge of all, d 
"Thus we fhould accuftom ourfelves to have Gop al- 


ways before our Eyes, and to walk continually in his 
Prefence, 


Thus 
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Thus every Thing may fhew us the Power, Wifdom 
or Goodnefs, the Truth, Juftice or Will of God. 
And fo every Thing may fhew us, the Weaknefs, 
Ignorance, Folly and Wickednefs of Men. 


Lesson VI, 


What do you believe of Gop? 

I believe in GOD the Father, Almighty, Maker of 
Heaven and Earth ; 

And in Jefus Chrift, his only Son, our Lord ; é 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghoft, born of the 
Virgin Mary ; k 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead 
and buried ; he defcended into Hell: 

The third Day he rofe again from the dead. 

He afcended into Heaven, and fitteth on the Right- 
hand of GOD the Father Almighty : 

From thence he fhall come to judge the Quick and 
the Dead : 

I believe in the Holy Ghoft, 

The Holy Catholick Church, 

The Communion of Saints, 

The Forgivenefs. of Sins, 

The Refurrection of the Body,-and the Life evers 
lafting. 

You may learn from thefe Words, 1. To believe in 
Gop: the Father, who is Powerful, and Wife and- 
Good; who made you and all Things, Vifible and 
Invifible, Temporal and Eternal. 

You may learn, 2. To believe in Gop the Son, who 
lived and died to redeem you and all Mankind : 

And 3. To believe inGap the Holy Ghott, who re- 
ftores fallen Man to the Image of Gop in which he was 


made. 
Lesson VII. 


All which comes to this. Almighty GOD, the Ma- 
ker of all Things, made Man to this Intent, that de- 
firing Gop alone, Gon might fill him with his Know- 
ledge, with his Love and Joy and Glory for ever. 

But Man turn’d his Delire from God and his Will, 
and fo became both guilty, wicked and miferable, ape 
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The Son of Gop was made Man, lived and died 
and rofe again,’ to buy Forgivenefs for us, and to thew 
us how we ought to renounce our own Will and De- 
fires, and to give ourfelyes up to the holy Will of God. 

This the Holy Ghoft works in us, inlightning our 
Underftanding, ‘and filling our Souls with a divine 
Peace and Joy. 

Hereby we are joined again with all that is holy, eis 
ther in Earth or Heaven. 

We rejoice together with them in the common Sal- 
vation, in the Benefits and Graces of Jefus Chrift. 

And after the Body is dead and rifen again, we fhall 
live together in eternal Glory. 


Lesson VIII, 

We cannot now comprehend, how thefe three are 
one, Gop the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoft. 

But tho’ we do not comprehend it, yet we believe 
it, becaufe God has faid it. 

The true Knowledge of all the Things of God is 
Wrought in our Souls by his Holy Spirit. 

This is a Saving Knowledge, when it works by 
Love, and brings us to imitate God. 

So we are taught by St. Peul, Be ye Followers of 
Gop, as dear Children, and wall in Love, as Chritt 
alfo hath loved us, and given himfelf for us. 

For every one that loveth (faith St. John) is born 
of God and knoweth God. 

But he that loveth not, knoweth not God: for 
God is Love, ‘ 

So likewife, if any Man fay, he knows Jefus Chrift, 
and keepeth not his Commandments, he is a Liar, and 
the Truth js notin him. 

We then favingly know God the Father, the Maker 
of al ings, when we love him with obedient Re- 
verence : 

When we confidently Sive ourfelves up into his 
Hands, and tely on his Providence ; ; 

And when we imitate his Goodnef in all Things 
and toward all Men. 

We then favingly know Ged ‘the Redeemer, when 
We live as thofe whom he has bought with his Blood : 


And 
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And when all our Tempers, and Wordsand A@tions 
fhew, that he has redeemed us from the prefent evil 


World. 


We favingly know God the Sangtifier, when we are 


holy as he is holy. 


When he hath purified both our Hearts and_Livesby 


Faith, fo that we continually fee and love Gop. 


SECT ION. 


Lesson I. 
How to regulate our Foy. 


Men are poor, ignorant, foolifh Sinners, that will . 


fhortly rot in the Earth. 


And all that is in the World is perifhable and vain, 


and. will foon be deftroyed by Fire. 


‘Therefore we ought by no’means to place our Joy 


and Delight, on any of thefe Things. 


Neither ought we to rejoice or delight in pleafing 


Men, who will quickly turn to Duft : 


Nor in being handfome, or well-dreft, or well proe 
vided with all Things. For all this will perifh for ever. 
Gop alone is Great, Good, and the Giver of all 


Good Things. 


Therefore we ought to rejoice and delight in him 
alone, and inthe fulfilling of his good and holy Will. 
And we fhould now accuftom: ourfelves to this: to 


rejoice and delight in God and his holy Will. 
Lzsson II. 


For Example. We thould rejoice, that we have for 
our true Father, an Eternal and Almighty GOD: 
We fhould rejoice, that this God has made us, to 


fll us with divine and eternal Joy: 


That is, if we will believe in Jefus, and do his 


holy Will: 


Tf we will love and obey him, and not love either 
the Honours, Riches or Pleafures that pafs away like 


a Dream. 


And this we may do, by the Power of his Grace, by 


the Holy Ghoit which he is ready to give unto us. 


We 


4 
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We fhould rejoice, that Gon is happy and glorious 
in himfelf, that he is greater than we can aul : 
That he knows every thing, and can do every thing : 
That he is juftand good; that he is true in all his 


_ Promifes ; and wife to teach and govern us well. 


We fhould rejoice, that God alone deferves to be de- 
fired, known, loved, praifed and glorified for ab 

We fhould rejoice that the Son of God took our 
Nature upon him, in order to take us with him to Hea- 
ven for ever : a 

And that even now, he will come and dwell in our 
Heart, if we defire it, and believe in him and do hus 
Will. 


Lesson III. 


When any thing is done according to the Will of 
God, we ought to rejoice in it. ‘ J 

But when any thing is done according to our own 
Will, we ought not to rejoice, but to be forry for it. 

Therefore we ought to be greatly troubled and deep- 
ly forry, for the Sins committed againft God, whe- 
ther by ourfelves or others : ’ af 

For in finning we follow our own Will, and defpife 
the holy Will of God. p < 

Likewife, when any one praifes us, if we were wile, 
we fhould be afhamed and forry ; and fhould fay, 

© Lord, thou art good, and thou alone. Thou 
alone art worthy to be praifed. 

O Lord, it is a fhameful Theft for a poor Creature 
to take to itfelf, the Efteem and Praife which belong 
to’ thee only. f 

On the contrary, when we are defpifed or ill ufed, 
or when we have not Things as we would have, we 
fhould rejoice - 

We fhould take all as from the Hand of Gop, and 
be well content, faying unto him, 

O Lord, I deferve nothing but Pain and Contempt : 
I rejoice that thy Juftice gives me what I deferve. 

I defire to thank thee for it with all my Heart, and 
to rejoice that thy holy Will is done upon me. : 
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Tt is thy Will, that we fhould -be like Chrift ; and 
he was defpifed and hated of Men. 
He lived in Contempt, and Want, and Pain, O let 
me rejoice to tread in his Steps. 


Let me be content, let me rejoice to fuffer with 
him, that I may reign with him, 


Lesson IV, 


One that is fick, if he is wife, will rejoice to take 
a good Medicine, be it ever fo bitter. 

Efpecially if he knows it is given him by a wife Phy- 
fician, and that it will reitore his bodily Health. 

In like manner, if we are wife, we thal] rejoice to 
take what Gop fends us, be it ever fo bitter. 

Por we are fure, it is given us by the wife Phyfician 
of our Souls, in order to reftore them to Health and 
Life everlafting. On the contrary, 

Tt would be Folly and Madnefs in a fick Man, to 
rejoice in taking the Things that pleafed his Tatte, 
tho’ they would kill him. 

And the fame Folly and Madnefs it is ‘in us, to re- 
joice in taking the Things that pleafe our corrupt Will. 

“Becaufe the End of thefe Things is Death, even the 
deftroying both Body and Soul in Hell. 


Lesson V, 


When you.are glad of any Thing that is given you, 
be fure to remember, that all this comes fom 
Gop. 

Therefore thank him for it, and think in yourfelf, 
Gop has a thoufand and a thoufand Times more than 
this, to give to them that love and obey him. 

And be ready to leave all thefe little Things, when- 
ever it is his Will. 

If any one fays to you, See what a pretty Thing here 
is, or, Look, here is a fine Thing for you, they. are 
Fools,.and know not what they do. ~ 


This 


a 
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This is the Way, to make you fond of fuch foolifi 
Things. But if you love thefe, you cannot love 
Gop. ig : 

If any one ever {aid to you, “‘ Did it hurt you? Give 
me a Blow for it.” They were then teaching you to 
ferve the Devil. 

For this was teaching you to revenge yourfelf ; and 
to revenge ourfelves is ferving the Devil. 4, 

Ifany one ufed to fay to you, when you did any things 
“© Tt was not my Child, was it ? Say, it was me.’ 

Then they were leading you the Way to Hell: For 
all Liars go to Hell. ¥ : 

And whoever they are that teach their Children Ly- 
ing, Pride or Revenge, they offer their Sons and their 
Daughters unto Devils. 


Lesson VI. 


Above all, beware of the Love of Money : For it 


‘is the Root of all Evil. 


Money is now the GOD of this World. ‘The Aim 
of Men is to get and keep this. And herein they 
piace their Welfare and Joy. : 

This is an Idolatry no lefs damnable, than that »f 
the Heathen World. ‘ : 

There would be little or rather no Ufe for Money, 
if Love governed the World. 

And even now, Money is good for nothing, but as 
it is a Means of procuring among Men of the World, 
the Things needful to fufiain Life. 

Neither ought we to defire it any farther, than as 
it is needful for this End. 

* GOD to whom it belongs (as do all Things) will re- 
quire us to give a ftri&t Account of it. 

His Willis, that when we have ufed what is need- 
ful of it for ourfelves, we fhould give all the reft to 
the Poor, and for his Glory. 

Do not ufe yourfelf therefore to lay it up, but give 
what you can fpare to the Poor. 

Or elfe buy a little Meat or Cloaths for them, or 
fome good Book for their Inftru€tion. 


ez And 
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And rejoice when you ufe your Money thus: becaufe 
this is for the Glory of Gop. 


3 Lesson VII, 


Joy was made for Gop. ‘Therefore we are taught 
in his Word, to rejoice in the Lord always. 

We fhould look upon Gop and his Grace as a great 
Treafure ; and thence we may learn, how to rejoice in 
him. 

When we poffefs a vaft Treafure, fo that we cannot 
poflibly lofe it, then our Joy is perfee. 

Such will be the Joy of the Saints in Heaven, be- 
caufe then they cannot poffibly lofe this Treafure any 
more. 

But when we poffefs a vaft Treafure in fuch a man- 
fer that we may lofe it every Moment, it is plain that 
our Joy therein fhould be tempered with a very ferious 


Fear. 


And {6 it is with us. We may lofe the Grace of 
Gop, yea every Moment, by divers Ways, 

-, We may lofe it by our own wilful Sins, by our Nes 
gligence, or by our Prefumption. 

To thefe we are tempted continually, by an infinite 
Mimber of malicious and fubtle Enemies. : 
Thefe furround us at all Times and in all Places, 
and they never reft Day or Night. 

Day and Night the Levil goeth about as a roaring 
Lion, feeking whom he may devour. , 

Therefore bleffed is the Man that feareth always, 

And accordingly the fame Apottle who teaches us to 


_rejoice in the Lord always 5 


Teaches us at the fame time, to work out our own 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling. 

And fo St. Peter, fpeaking to thofe who rejoiced in 
Chrift, with Joy unfpeakable and full of Glory ; 

Advifes them to remember him, who would judge 
them according to their Works, and to pafs the ‘l'ime 
of their fojourning in Fear. 


Less 
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- Lesson» VII. 


If we have loft this great Treafure by our own Fault, 
we have nothing in its Place but Poverty and Mifery. 

But Gop has promifed, to give it to us again, if we 
are throughly fenfible of our Lofs : 

If we repent, bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance, 
and truly believe in Jefus Chrift. ' 

So there is room for-us, ftill to rejoice in Hope: yet 
with a lively Senfe of our paft Sins, and prefent Mi- 
fery. 

hoe to fuch alone is the Promife made: Thus faith 
the Lord, To this Man will I look ; even to him that 
is poor, and of a contrite Spirit, and that trembleth 
at my Word. eo 

And our Lord fays, Blefled are they that mourn, 
for they fhall be comforted. : 

A broken anda contrite Heart, O Gop, thou wilt 
not defpife. 


Lesson IX. 


Even Religious Joy, if it be not thus mix’d wich Fear, 
will foon be a mere Nett of Self-love. 

It will cover the greatnefs of our Corruption, and fo 
hinder us from feeking to be cured of it. - 

Tt will make us carnally prefume, that we have the 
Treafure of Grace, while indeed we are far from it. 

So the Church of Laodicea faid, I am rich and in- 
éreafed in Goods, and have Need of nothing. 

But Chrift anfwered, Thou knowe& not that thou’ 
art wretched and miferable, and poor and blind and 
naked. 

- And itis .to fach that he fays, Wo unto you that 
are rich ; for ye have received your Confolation. 

Wo unto you that are full ; forsye fhall hunger. 

. Wo unto you that laugh now ; for ye fhall mourn and 
weep. 

Thefe are they to whom St. James fays, Be afflitted 
and mourm and weep : 
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Let your Laughter be turned to Mourning, and your 
Joy to Heavinefs. 


Bleffed is the Man that feareth the Lord ; for the 
Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wifdom. 

Therefore, learn to ferve the Lord in Fear, and to 
rejoice in him with Reverence. 


SECTION Jy. 


Lesson I. 


How to regulate our Prattice. 


Our Body and our Life belong to Gop. Therefore 
we ought to difpofe of them according to his Will, not 
according to our own, 


Our own Will naturally inclines to our own Profit, 


‘our own. Honour, and our own Pleafure. And thus it 


begets in us the deadly Vices of Covetoufnefs, Pride 
and Senfuality. 


Thefe hinder the Workings of GOD in us, and the 


Salvation of our Souls. 


Therefore we ought to accuftom ourfelves, with 
GOD’s Help, to deny ourfelves in all Things : 

We fhould accuftom ourfelves to do all we do in 
a Spirit of Charity, and for the Good of others.: 

In a Spirit of Humility, without any Defign or De- 
fire of being elteemed : 

And ina Spirit of Penitence, without any Regard to 
eur own Pleafure either of Body or Mind, 

In all Things we fhould aim at being made con- 
formable to our crucified Saviour. 


This is the true Spirit of the Chrifian Life and_ 


Practice. This is true Chriftianity. 

Bat it is wholly oppofite to the Spirit of the World, 
and of corrupt Nature : 
_ By which, alas! one fuffers one’s felf to be fo foftly 
drawn into Hell, and drops fmiling into everlafting’ 
Perditiom 
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Lesson II. 


It is the Will of Gon, that we fhould do nothing _ 
but to pleafe him. ’ 

It is his Pleafure, to be glorified by our Salvation. 

His Glory fhould be our fupreme, abfolute and 
univerfal End, 

The Glory of Gop is advanced in this Life, when 
we give ourfelves up to Jefus Chrift. : 

Then his Power works through us many holy Acti- 
ons ; for which he alone is to be honoured and praifed. 

Without me, faith our Lord, ye can do nothing. 
But he that abideth in me bringeth forth much Fruit. 

Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
Fruit. 

This is to be underftood of all Sorts of Aétions and 
Things ; for every Thing we do, is to be done to _ 
the Glory of Gop. 

And nothing can be done well but in the Name, 
that is, in the Strength and through the Blefling of 
Jefus Chrift. ; 

Whether ye eat or drink, or whatever ye do, do 
all to the Glory of Gop. 


Whatfoever ye do in Word or Deed, do all in the 
Name of the Lord Jefus. 


Lesson II, 


So, for Example, you eat and drink to the Glory 
ef GOD, and in the Name of Jefus Chrif, when 
we are enabled by him to do it, ona right Prin- 
ciple and in a right Manner, fo as to fay to him from 
the Heart, 

Suffer me not, O Lord, to eat and drink, like a 
brute Beaft, only by a brutal Appetite : . 

Much lefs do thou faffer me to follow herein the 
Motions of my carrupt Nature, : 

But grant me through the Spirit of thy Son, to eat 
and drink fo much as is needful to fupport my Life. 

And let me {pend that Life wholly in blefing thee, 
and in lovingand obeying thee. 
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So likewife you fpeak to the Glory of Gop, and 
-in‘the Name of Jefus Chri, when by his Strength 
you fay nothing but what is guided by him, and di- 
rected according to his Will: 

When you {peak nothing but what is needful, and 
proper to give Men good ‘Thoughts, and turn them 
from fuch as.are wicked and vain. 

And thus, in all Things, let this be your fingle 
Aim, That Gop may be glorified through Jefus 
Chrift. 


Lesson IV. 


What are the Ten Commandments of God ? 

1. Thou fhalt have none other -Gods but me. ‘ 

z. Thou fhalt not make to thyfelf any gravén 
Image, nor the Likenefs of any Thing that is in 
Heaven above, or in the Earth beneath, or in the 
Water under the Earth. Thou fhalt not bow down to 
them nor worfhip them: for I the Lord thy Gon, 
am a jealous Gon, and vifit the Sins of the Fathers 
upon the Children, unto the third and ‘fourth Gene- 
ration of them that hate me ; and fhew Mercy unto 
Thoufands in them that love me and keep my Com- 
mandments. 

3. Thou fhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy: 
Gop in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltlefs 
that taketh his Name in vain. : 

4. Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath 
Day. Six Days fhalt thou labour and do all that thou 
haf to do; but the feventh Day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God: In it thou fhalt do no manner of 
Work, thou and thy Son and thy Daughter, thy Man- 
fervant and thy Maid-fervant, thy Cattle and the 
Stranger which is within thy Gates. For in fix Days 
the Lord made Heaven and Earth, the Sea and all 
that in them is, and refted the feventh Day ; there- 
fore the Lord bleffed the Sabbath Day and hallowed 
ri 5. Honour thy Father and thy Mother; that thy 
Days may be long in the Land which the Lord thy 


Gop giveth thee. aha 
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6. Thou fhalt dono Murder. 

+, Thou fhalt not commit Adultery. 

8. Thou fhalt not fteal. ; ’ 

9. Thou fhalt not bear falfe Witnefs againft thy 
Neighbour. 

10. Thou fhalt not covet thy Neighbour’s Houfe, thou 
fhalt not covet thy Neighbour’s Wife, nor his Servant, 
nor his Maid, nor his Ox, nor his Afs, nor any thing 
that is his, 7 


Lesson V. 


Confider. The Law of Gop is a fpiritual Law. 
Therefore all thefe Commandments are to be fpiritually 
~underftood. ; 

The firft Commandment means, Thou fhalt not 
think, believe, or own any Thing to be Gop but 
me. - 

Thou fhalt not fear any Thing but me. 

Thou fhalt not feek after Witches or Wizards, or 
practife any fuch Abomination. 

Thou fhalt not put thy Truf in any Creature, 
eee fhalt not love any thing but’ me, or for my 

ake. 

Gop likewife herein commands thee, to believe in 
him, and to acknowledge him in all thy Ways. ‘ 

He commands thee, to thank him for all thou haf, 
and to make him thy only Fear and thy only Dread: 

To bein the Fear of ‘the Lord all the Day long, 
and to truft in him with all thy Heart : 

To defire him alone ;_ to rejoice in him always, 
a to love him with all thy Heart and with all thy 

oul. 

The fecond Commandment teaches us, not to fancy 
that Gop is like the Thoughts or Imaginations of our 
dark Reafon : ; 

Tt teaches us alfo, not to worfhip or bow to any 
Image or PiGure, but to glorify Gop both with our 
Bocies and with our Spirits. 
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Lesson VI. 


If we will keep the third Commandment, 

We mutt never fwear falfely ; and if we have {worn 
to do any thing, we mutt furely do it. 

We mutft never ufe the Name of Gop at all, but 
with Reverence and godly Fear. 

We mutt not value ourfelves upon his Name, his 
Covenant, or the Knowledge of him, in vain ; 

That is, without profiting thereby, without bring- 
ing forth fuitable Fruits, 

We mutt not cover over our own Will, or Paffions, 
or Defigns, with the holy Name of Gop, of his Truth, 
or his Glory. 

By the Fourth Commandment you are taught, to 
do no worldly Bufinefs on the Lord’s Day: 

But to {pend it wholly in Prayer, Praife, hearing or 
reading the Word of Gop, and other Works of Piety 
and Charity. 

The fifth Commandment teaches you thefe Things. 

Shew all Lowlinefs and Reverence to your Father 
and Mother, and do whatever either of them bids 

ou. 
us If need be, relieve them, and: never let them want 
any thing you can help them to. d 

Efteem the Minifters who are over you in the Lord, 
very highly in Love for their Work-fake. 

Obey them, and fubmic yourfelves to them; for 
they watch over your Souls. 

Honour the King. Obey Magiftrates. Pray for 
Kings, and all that are in Authority. a 

Ifyou have a Mafter or Miftrefs, be obedient to 
them in Singlenefs of Heart, as unto Chrift, 


Lesson VIL. 


The Sixth Commandment forbids not only the Kil- 
ling or Hurting any one, but all Anger, Hatred, Ma- 
lice or Revenge ; ’ 

C 


C 36 ) . 

Tt forbids all provoking Words, all Strife and Cone 
tention ; all Gluttony and Drunkennefs. 

The Seventh Commandment forbids, not only all 
outward Uncleannefs, but even the Looking ona Wo- 
man to loft afterher. . 

It forbids alfo the ufing any Thing, merely to pleafe 
ourfelves. For this isa Kind of fpiritual Fornication. 

The Eighth Command forbids not only the taking 
from another what is his, either openly or fecretly : 

But likewife the ftealing from Gop (to whom they 
all belong) either our Affections, or our Time, or our 
Goods, or our Labour, by employing any of them any 
otherwife than for him. 

The Ninth Commandment requires us, to put away 
all Lying, and to fpeak the Truth from our Heart. 

Tt requires us, to fpeak Evil of no Man, but to put 
away all back-biting and Tale-bearing. 

‘It requires us alfo, to judge no Man, that we be 
not judged; but to leave every one to Gop, the 
Judge of all. , : 

The Tenth*Commandment requires us to be content 
with what we have, and to defire nothing more. 


Lesson VILL. * 


Thefé are thofe Laws of Go D, fo wonderful and 


holy, of which Dawid fpeaks fo often with fuch Love 
and Admiration. 


Thefe all the Scriptures recommend as the Spring of 
Life, the Light of the Heart, the Treafure of Souls: 
Yea, our Lord calls them Life everlafting, Yohw xii. so. 

Thefe the Holy Spirit has promifed to write in the 
Hearts of thofe that truly believe in Jefus.  ~ 

They may all be famm’d, up in three, 

_t. Tolove Gop ; 2. To love Jefus Chrift himfelf, 
his Crofs and his Tribulations, his Reproach, the Fel- 
lowhhip of his Sufferings, and the being made conform- 
able to his Death. 

3. To love our Neighbour.’ 

Jur Cleart therefore fhould always be full of Reve- 
rence for thefe. ‘The Love of them fhould be fix’d in 
the very Marrow of our Bones, 


1 


-We 


— 


( 36 ) 

We fhould labour after this, by earneft Prayer, by 
reading, and by meditating on thofe deep Words : 

The Law of the Lord is an undefiled Law (the Law 
of Love) converting theSoul: The ‘T'eftimony of the 
Lord is fure, and giveth Wifdom unto the Simple. 

The Statutes of the Lord are right, and rejoice the 
Heart, the Commandment of the Lord is pure, and 
giveth Light unto the Eyes. 

The Fear of the Lord is clean and endureth for ever, 
the Judgments of the Lord are true and righteous al- 
together. 

More to be defired are they than Gold; yea than 
much fine Gold ; {weeter alfo than Honey and the 
Honey-comb. 

Moreover, by them is thy Servant taught ; and in 
keeping of them there is great Reward. 


Lesson IX. 


Ina Word: With regard to Gop, always live and © 


at, as being in the Prefence of Gop. 

Remember, he is continually looking upon yous 

And he will bring into Judgment, all that you have 
done, faid or thought, whether it be good or evil. 

For all which you will be either rewarded or pu- 
nifhed everlaftingly. 

Never fail to pray to Gop, Morning and Evening, 
as well as before and after you eat or drink. 

Often lift up your Heart to God-at other Times, 
particularly before any Work or Bufinefs. 

Defire his Blefling and Help ; and afterwards give 
him Thanks, and offer it up to Gop and his Glory. 

Hear the Truths of Gop with Attention and Reve- 
rence, whether at home or at Church. 

But do not think you have ferved Gop, barely be- 
caufe you have heard them, or have got them by 
Heart 

Pray to Gop to give you a true Underftanding of 
them, and to enliven them by the Working of his Spirit. 

Pray him to give you an humble, fubmiflive, fimple 
and obedient Heart, 

As to your Father and Mother, and Superiors, 


I Pray ' 
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Pray to Gop for them, love and reverence them, 
obey them without murmuring, even in thofe Things 
which do not pleafe you, unlefs they are plainly Sins. 

Do nothing without their Knowledge, or without 
their Leave, 


Lesson X. 
With regard to, your N eighbours, and your Compa- 


nions 

Pray to Gop for them alfo, with them well as you 
do to yourfelf, and do to them, as you would have 
them do to you. 

Think every one better than yourfelf. 

Live in Peace with them, help them ; if they have 


done you wrong, forgive them, and pray heartily to 
Gop for them. 


With regard to yourfelf, 


Pray to Gop that you may always think meanly of 
yourfelf, 


Eat nothing between Meals, ie 
At your Meals eat moderately, of whatever is given 


» you, whether you like it or not. 


Defire nothing fine. Do not defire Abundance of 
any Thing. Be content with a little. 

Employ your Time as you are direfted. Never be 
doing nothing. Idlenefs tempts the Devil to tempt yous 

Whatever you do, doit as well as you can. ° 

Do not difpute, do not contradi@ any one, do not . 
talk unlefs there be a Neceflity. 

Do not feek to excufe yourfelf when you have done 
wrong, but be always ready to confefs your Fault, both 
to Gop and Man, 


For Gop will not forgive your Sin, fo long as you 
Rrive to excufe it, 


Lesson XJ. 


| Ifyou do any Thing well, thank Gop for it, and fay, 
I praife thee, O Lord, for giving me Grace to do 

this. Without thee I can do nothing but Evil. 
And take Care not to value yourfelf upon it. If 
you do, it deftroys your Soul, 
‘ D. When 
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_ When you do wrong, without knowing it, perhaps 
it may be excufed : Efpecially, if you are glad to be 
~ taught better. 

_ But whatever Fault you commit wilfully, knowing ° 
it tobe a Fault, that cannot be excufed, - 

So, you mutt always be punifhed for Lying, for cal- 
ling Names, for Difobedience, or for flriking any one. 

For you know, this is a Sin againft Gop : And you 
muft be punifhed for it, out of Love to you, and for 
your Good. « 

You deferve Punifhment, both in the Sight of Gop 
and Man. 

If this Fault was not punifhed now, it would grow 
upon you, and carry you to Hell. 

_ To prevent this, it is good to let you fuffer a Pu- 

nifhment now, a hundred thoufand Million. of Times 
lefs than that. ; 

If you do this again, you muft be punifhed again. 

But pray to Gon that you may do it no more. 

That foolifh Love which fhould fpare you now, 
would be indeed the moft cruel Hatred, 


Lesson XII. 


Some may think tke Rules before laid down, to be 
either impoffible or ridiculous. 

They would not appear impoffible to us, but becaufe 
we have not been accuftomed to them, 

_ It we had, we fhould find, by the Grace of Gop, 
that nothing can be eafier. 

Neither can any think them ridiculous, “unlefs it be 
thofe to whom the Crofs of Chrift is Foolifhnefs. 

They are indeed ridiculous to the World, becaufe 
the World is an Enemy to Gop. 

But the Wifdom of the World is Foolifhnefs with 
Gop,'as the Wifdom of Gop is Foolifhnefs to the 
World. , 

Therefore the Apofile faith, Know ye not, that 
the Friendfhip of the World is Enmity with Gop? 
Whofoever therefore will be a Friend of the World, 
is the Enemy of Goo. 

Be 
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Be not conformable then to this prefent World. 
And love not the World, nor the Things of the World. 
If any Man love the World, the Love of the Father 
is not in him, 

Flow unhappy therefore are they, who bring up their 
Children according to the Rules of the World ? 

They who train them up, as it is called, to make 
their Fortunes in the World, to be great, rich and 
honoured in the World ! 

That is indeed, to perifh with the World, to be 
turn’d into Hell, with all that forget Gop. 

They will be reproached and curfed to all Eternity, 
by thofe whom they thus trained up for the Devil, 
together with whom they. will have their Lot in ever- 
laiting Burnings. 

But happy are thofe, who defpifing the Rules of the 
diabolical and antichriftian World, 

Train up the precious Souls of their Children, whol- 
ly by the Rules of Jefus Chrift, 

They fhall be bleffed by them for ever in Heaven, 
and fhall together blefs Gon to all Eternity, 
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